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Terms of Reference of Mali Side Event at the CSW67
Theme: Digital Technology for Women's Empowerment in Mali: Good Practices

I. Introduction 

In 2010, Mali adopted the National Gender Policy which is the reference document for the achievement of gender equality and women's empowerment. Through this Policy, Mali intends to concretize its national, regional and international commitments with regard to the building of a just and democratic society and a State governed by the rule of law in which equality between women and men constitutes a fundamental value in accordance with the provisions of the Malian Constitution of February 25, 1992.

Since its adoption, efforts have been made by the Government of Mali and its partners in favor of women and girls in several development sectors.

Taking part in the 67th session on the Status of Women (CSW67), Mali, represented by its Department in charge of the Promotion of Women, Children and the Family, intends to contribute to the priority theme on "Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age to achieve gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls".

According to the UN Women's "Focus on Gender Equality 2022" report, women's exclusion from the digital world has reduced the gross domestic product of low- and middle-income countries by $1 trillion of low- and middle-income countries over the past decade, a loss that will reach $1.5 trillion by 2025 if nothing is done. Advances in digital technologies then offer immense opportunities to address development challenges and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda. Digital technologies allow us to open up to the world, to boost women's empowerment, to connect with other distant actors evolving in the same field and to have information in other areas.

Aware of the challenges related to digital technology, the Government of Mali has adopted since 2005 a set of legal and regulatory instruments defining the orientations, challenges and visions for the establishment of a true information society. Since then, the promotion and appropriation of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) has been one of the Government's priorities in the fight against poverty, to accelerate the country's economic, social and cultural development, to ensure its effective integration into the information and knowledge society, and to achieve the objectives of Sustainable Development and the Strategic Framework for Economic Recovery and Sustainable Development (CREDD 2019-2023).
With the adoption in 2015 of the National Digital Development Policy, digital is conceived as a vector of sustainable development. To this end, the highest authorities in Mali encourage the use of ICTs to develop the participation of girls and women in entrepreneurship, in the electoral process and in decision-making positions in order to foster a space for exchange and support of the fundamental rights of women and girls and the abandonment of gender-based violence.
The CSW67 gives the Malian delegation the opportunity to make visible the effectiveness of the Government's commitments to the empowerment of women and girls through digital technology. The side event of Mali on "DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY FOR WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT IN MALI: GOOD PRACTICES" was initiated for this purpose.
The side event is organized in partnership with the Project "Promoting Girls' Schooling in Mali (SCOFI)", the African Development Bank (AfDB) and UN-WOMEN.
 
II. Objectives of the Mali side event :

1. General and specific objectives 

The general objective of the Mali panel is to contribute to the development of strategic actions to support the empowerment of women and girls in Mali through the use of digital technology.
The legal and regulatory environment fostered in Mali in relation to digitalization has allowed for the implementation of actions that enable the social, political and economic empowerment of women and girls. Specifically, it is about:
· sharing with partners and all CSW stakeholders, Mali's experiences and perspectives on women's empowerment through the use of information and communication technologies,
· learning from other countries’ experiences and fostering strategic partnerships.


2. Expected outcome :

· Experiences through the implementation of different digital projects in Mali to promote gender equality and women's empowerment are shared; challenges and perspectives are specified;
· Recommendations are formulated to enable Mali to learn from the experiences of other countries and to develop strategic partnerships in order to strengthen ongoing actions.





3. Proceedings : 

Under the chairmanship of the Minister for the Promotion of Women, Children and Family, head of Mali delegation, the panel will be a space for exchange, giving and receiving with the other delegations participating in the CSW, technical and financial partners and friends of Mali. 
Thus, practical cases of programs and projects in Mali will be presented. The panel will be marked by presentations followed by exchanges and debates.

4. The participants :

The panel will be attended by all countries interested in experiences and partnership with Mali, experts, academics and development partners: UNWomen, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA, AfDB, African Union, the SCOFI/Canada Project,
Invitations will be sent to all countries that are friends of Mali and to the Malian diaspora, particularly in the field of digital technologies.

5. Date, time and venue :
· 10 March 2023, 10:00 AM - 11:15 AM
· Conference Room A - Conference Building, UN

February 2023
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